
What Does Harmageddon Mean?
        (that’s not a misspelling)



What Does Harmageddon Mean?
by Ed Courtney

© 2013

The purpose of these studies is to make clear to others what has been explained to us by our Bible 
teacher John McCaull.  In a very real sense, these studies are his. Some of the material in this study 
was learned in John McCaull’s class, and some material is from his exegetical Bible study series on 

the book of Revelation and has been previously copyrighted 1998-2013 Melek Foundation.
Used by permission.  Thank you John.



Exegesis - 
          Translating The Culture
                    Of Those Who Wrote The Bible

When we want to know what the Bible 
says in any particular passage, we 
take it for granted that the Bible we 
pick up is going to be in our native 

language.  If you asked me what the Bible said on a 
particular subject, and I laid in front of you the Bi-
ble you see in the photograph on the next page, you 
might say, “Hey, hold on a minute! I don’t read He-
brew! Get me an English (or Spanish, or whatever 
your native language is) version of the Bible, that way 
I can know what the Bible is talking about.”
     So if we have a Bible that has been translated into 
English, we can read it. But what I want to make clear 
in this study, is that after a Bible has been translated 
into our native language another translation process 
has to occur before we can be sure that we under-
stand what the Biblical author is saying. It would be 
pretty dangerous if we thought the Bible said one 
thing when it actually says something quite different!
So what is this other translation process that the Bi-
ble needs to go through before we can understand it 

completely?  It’s called exegesis. You can see that the 
root of the word exegesis is the same as the word exit, 
meaning “to get out.” Exegesis is “getting out” of the 
Biblical text what it holds. In other words, you leave 
behind what you think the Bible says. You leave be-
hind what you want the Bible to say (which, we can 
say from experience, is harder than any of us wants 
to admit). Instead, you do everything in your power 
to put yourself in the shoes of the person who wrote 
a particular Biblical passage, and the shoes of the 
people he was writing to, and view the passage from 
THEIR point of view.

Exegesis is a translation of the culture of the origi-
nal author and his audience.

     God has given us the gift of nearly 100 years of 
modern archeological research in the land of the Bi-
ble. The ancient near east has been unearthed, and 
with the knowledge that unearthing has given us, 
we can do an excellent job of placing ourselves in 
the shoes, in the minds, hearts, mouths, and pens of 
those who wrote the Bible. In most cases, we can get 
to an objective answer to the question...

What did the original author intend to say to his 
original intended audience?

 
     Though people have attempted to get at this kind 
of objective meaning from the Bible for centuries, it’s 
only been possible since the first modern archeolog-
ical expeditions to the Near East. Those expeditions 
began in 1919-1920 after the fall of the Ottoman Em-
pire (Turkey) during the first World War. This gave 
Europeans and Americans new access via rail to the 
Near East. So, though we respect those who tried to 
pin down the meaning of the Bible before the early 
twentieth century, we understand that they just didn’t 
have the tools available to them that God has given 
us today. Some of their guesses were good, some...not 
so much.
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     When the Bible was written, writing was very ex-
pensive. It was much like making a major motion pic-
ture is to us. Everyone couldn’t do it. It’s almost hard 
to believe but the everyday ancient person didn’t have 
the money nor the expertise to write. And especially 
didn’t have the time, education, finances, or ability to 
put together the sophisticated writing we find in the 
Bible.
     Today when someone makes a two hundred mil-
lion dollar movie, actors have to “hit their marks” and 
end up standing on preplanned points in the scene as 
they say their lines, so that they’ll appear in the cor-
rect spot in the movie camera frame for the best im-
pact and the most artistically appealing composition. 

Every word they say is planned ahead of time, and if 
an actor feels like a line needs to be changed, it’s dis-
cussed with the director. In other words, everything 
you see in a movie is exactly like the director and pro-
ducers want it. Nothing is left to accident.
     It’s the same with the Bible. Everything that is there 
is on purpose. Everything that’s there took great ef-
fort and lots of money to get it there. True Biblical 
exegesis is the way to have maximum respect for the 
writings that became the Bible, the Bible’s authors, 
and the Holy Spirit who inspired those authors. Bib-
lical exegesis is the way to protect yourself, your fam-
ily members, and your friends as the end of this age 
closes. A time when every possible deception will be 

thrown at the human race.

“...indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you 
will think he is offering service to God.”

John 16:2b

     Understand, the only way someone can be per-
secuting true Christians, and think they are serving 
God (as in the above passage), is that they have a false 
idea of what the Bible says, and means.  So let’s see 
how exegesis keeps us on track with the true meaning 
of the Bible. Our example of how exegesis works is  
the question, “What does Harmageddon mean?”

If this Bible was placed in front 
of you, you (like me) would likely 
have a hard time understanding 
what it said.  The language has to 
be tanslated before we can begin 
to understand.  In the same way, 
if we don’t take into consideration 
the culture of those who wrote the 
Bible, we’ll likely misunderstand 
what the original author was 
trying to communicate.
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The goal of Biblical exegesis is to put our-
selves in the shoes of those who wrote the 
Bible, and their audience, and see things 
from their point of view, so we can prop-

erly understand what they’re saying.  I’ve included an 
illustration below of the ancient view of the cosmos.  
Instead of seeing the earth rotating on its axis, and 
the earth revolving around the sun, ancient people 
saw things much differently.  They thought that there 
was a dome in the sky that held up a layer of water, 
which of course was why the sky was blue.  That dome 

How Ancient People Viewed The Cosmos

rotated and the stars, moon, sun, and planets “rode” 
that dome around on their travels.   The earth was a 
circular, pancake-shaped layer of rock and dirt that 
floated on an ocean that was underneath the earth, 
and of course they could prove to you the earth was 
floating on water because no matter where you dig 
down, you’ll hit water! (Once you get down to the wa-
ter table).
     In the center of the circular earth was a sacred 
mountain.   It was called “the mount of the congre-
gation” because it was where the gods met, or con-

gregated.  And if you wanted to talk to your god(s), 
you’d build a temple on the top of that mountain so 
that your spiritual leaders could go into it and meet 
with your god(s).  Of course, in the Bible this view 
is corrected a bit.  (See my blog post, King Tut and 
the Two Corrections).  In the Bible, the Infinite God 
meets (or congregates) with the angels (spiritual mes-
senger beings) in the temple on the Holy Mountain.  
So it’s still the mount of the congregation, it’s just the 
“who” that’s congregating there that’s a bit different.
    Take a look at the illustration on the next page.  It 
should be clear that the ancients viewed the cosmos 
very differently than we do.  And from it we have a 
good idea of what was meant by “the mount of the 
congregation.”

The modern view of space, with 
planets orbiting the sun, many 
suns (about 100 billion) making 
up a galaxy and many galaxies 
(again, about 100 billion) making 
up the universe, is vastly different 
from the ancient view of the 
cosmos.  This must be taken into 
consideration when attempting 
to understand the Bible and its 
authors.
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How Ancients Viewed The Cosmos
The Dome of the Heavens - There was a 
dome in the sky which held up a layer of 
water (it was blue).  The sun, the moon, the 
planets, and the stars all rode this dome. 
Things in the heavens represented good.

The Mount of the Congregation - The 
sacred mountain where the gods met, or in 
the Bible, the place where God meets with 
His court of angels. You could join God in 
His heavenly temple by building an exact 
replica of the heavenly temple on the top of 
the sacred mountain.

The Earth - The place where humans lived, 
in between the heavens (good) and the sea 
(evil).  The land of decision.

The Sea - The place of chaos and destruction.  
Things in the sea, such as Mot (the god of 
death) represented evil and death.
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     Have you seen the movie, “Ground Hog Day” with Bill 
Murray?  That’s a good representation of how ancient peo-
ple viewed time.  We tend to see each of our days as a sep-
arate day from all the others.  We tend to view time as a 
time line.  Ancient people viewed time in terms of cycles.  
Each day, week, month, year, was a cycle that was repeated 
over and over.  When you got to spring, this was the same 
spring you’d been through many times before.   You were 
back to the same spring you went through last year.  Just 
like every time Bill Murray wakes up in Ground Hog Day, 
it’s the SAME DAY. 

That’s how ancient people viewed time.  In cycles.

How Ancient People Viewed Time

Ancients viewed time in terms 
of cycles. The end of one cycle 

would resemble the end of 
another cycle.
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     Now we’re going to point out something Jesus did 
that put the authorities of His time in a terrible bind. 
You’ve likely heard the story of Jesus driving out the 
money changers from the temple, but it’s probably 
never been pointed out WHY He did this. We’ll look 
at how what Jesus did in the temple relates to the Bat-
tle of Harmageddon, and why modern translations 
of the Bible (like the New Revised Standard Version) 
don’t spell the word “Armageddon” but instead spell it 
“Harmageddon.”  The translators know what I’m ex-
plaining to you.
     Many who study the Bible think the Battle of Ar-
mageddon refers to a battle near the city of Megiddo. 
This may have been a good guess back before exegesis 
was possible, but it’s now an out of date interpreta-
tion.  By the end of this study you’ll know EXACTLY 
what the Battle of Harmageddon refers to, with no ifs, 
ands, or buts about it.  As I said, most of us have heard 
the story of how Jesus kicked the money changers out 
of the temple...

And Jesus entered the temple of God and drove out all 
who sold and bought in the temple, and he overturned 
the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those 
who sold pigeons. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My 
house shall be called a house of prayer’; but you make 

it a den of robbers.”

Matthew 21:12,13

Jesus and The Temple

     Even though many of us have heard this story 
before, few of us have noticed what Jesus did next...

And the blind and the lame came to him in the tem-
ple, and he healed them. But when the chief priests 

and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, 
and the children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David!” they were indignant; and they said 
to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Je-

sus said to them, “Yes; have you never read,

‘Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast 
brought perfect praise?”

And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany 
and lodged there.

Matthew 21:14-17

     Here we see that Jesus not only kicked out the 
moneychangers, but He set up the temple as his own 
teaching and healing 
center.  This would 
have effectively halted 
all the official priestly 
activity - sacrifices, 
offerings, etc. - in the 
temple. The priests 
and officials would’ve 
been upset to say the 
least!
     We’ll also point 
out that Jesus took 
control of the temple 
without using physi-
cal, military arms.  If 
Jesus had gone into 
Jerusalem with bow 
and arrow, swords and shields, his adventure would 
have been abruptly cut short by the Roman army 
who would’ve killed Him and His followers and that 
would’ve been the end of that.

     Jesus claimed the temple was HIS by divine right.  
And so, you have the children in the above passage 
crying out to Jesus as the “Son of David” - a term for 
the Messiah, the true King (like the King David, of 
David and Goliath fame) who was to come. He was 
king and thus, the temple was HIS. But instead of us-
ing miltary weapons to accomplish His mission, as 
EVERYONE of His day (whether they were Pharisees, 
Saducees, Essenes, Zealots, or Samaritans), expected 
the messiah (king) to do .  He fought a spiritual battle 
with the leaders of His day to accomplish this.
     Ok, back to the story. When we left off, Jesus had 
left the temple, left the city of Jerusalem, in order to 
lodge in Bethany...

In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he was 
hungry.

Matthew 21:18

Here we see that Jesus was leaving the temple - His 

teaching/healing post - in the evening, then returning 
in the morning to teach and heal again. His disrup-
tion of the temple activities had by no means gone 
unnoticed by the leadership of Israel. This put them 
in quite a spot, to say the least.  

And when he entered the temple, the chief
priests and the elders of the people came up to 

him as he was teaching, and said,

“By what authority are you doing these things, 
and who gave you this authority?”
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Which is why they continually questioned Him...

And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and 
the elders of the people came up to him as he was 

teaching, and said,

“By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?”

Jesus answered them,

“I also will ask you a question; and if you tell me the 
answer, then I will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. The baptism of John, whence was it? 

From heaven or from men?”

And they argued with one another,

“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then 
did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men’ we 
are afraid of the multitude; for all hold that John was 

a prophet.”

So they answered,

“We do not know.”

And he said to them,

“Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things.”

Matthew 21:23-27

Before we go on, let’s review what we’ve gone over so 
far:

 #1 - Exegesis is the rather scientific process of having 
maximum respect for, or going to the depths of, the 
Biblical text.  It’s a translation of the culture, from the 
ancient culture of those who wrote the Bible, to our 
culture.  In order to do this, it seeks to answer the 
question...
 

What did the original author intend to say to the 
original intended audience?

#2 - Ancient people viewed time and the cosmos very 
differently than we do.   They viewed time in terms 
of cycles, whereas we tend to view time as a time-
line.  They viewed the cosmos very differently as well, 
including the idea that at the center of the pancake 

The Battle of Harmageddon

The Western Wall (or Wailing Wall) 
of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.
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shaped earth (which floated on the sea), was a sacred 
mountain.  All the gods met at that mountain, and if 
you (or much more likely, your king and high priest) 
wanted to be part of the meeting you’d construct a 
temple on that mountain so that you could go into 
that temple and be a part of the meeting of the gods.  
In the Bible, you built that temple in order to go in 
and meet with the one Infinite God, surrounded by 
His heavenly court of angels.
 #3 - In His time on earth, at the end of a cycle, Je-
sus fought a spiritual battle for control of the Temple 
and Temple Mount in Jerusalem.  He fought this bat-
tle with no physical weapons, it was a spiritual battle 
with the authorities of His time.
 
     The last part of the equation of finding out what the 
Bible is reffering to in regards to the word “Harma-
geddon” involves a tiny bit of Hebrew.  Don’t worry, 
this is easy.  The ancient Hebrew word for mountain 
is “har” and the ancient Hebrew word for congrega-
tion or meeting place is “moged.”  Once you know the 
background, and now the meaning of these Hebrew 
words, anyone can figure it out!  What the Apostle 
John is reffering to is a battle for control of the Tem-
ple on the Temple Mount.  Just like Jesus fought.  A 
non-violent battle for control of the Temple and Tem-
ple Mount. The final battle, in the final cycle.  And the 
battle there will be called Harmageddon.   
     Unless you’re very old, or get hit by a truck soon, 
this is what is ahead for all of us.   A spiritual battle 
fought for control of the Temple in Jerusalem.
     Now I know some of you are saying, “Wait a min-
ute! THERE ISN’T A TEMPLE ON THE TEMPLE 
MOUNT IN JERUSALEM!”  Well, you are complete-
ly right.   For the moment.   Conservative Jews and 
Christians have had the money set aside to rebuild 
the Temple for a long time now.  The only thing miss-
ing is stability.   Can’t build the Temple with terror-
ists blowing things up all the time!  At the time I first 
learned about this, to predict that the United States 
would be drawn in to occupy and stabilize the Middle 

East (as our Bible teacher John McCaul did) 
seemed far fetched.  Today...not so much!  We 
already occupy and control huge parts of the 
Middle East.
     The U.S. will soon bring stability to Is-
rael, putting an end to the fighting between 
the Israelis and Palestinians by occupying 
the area.  In a sense, we’re already there.  The 
U.S. has military camps in Jordan where they 
train Palestinians to be part of a military po-
lice force in the West Bank of Israel (the West 
Bank is the area where the Palestinians have 
been walled off from the rest of Israel to try 
and prevent terrorism).   These U.S. trained 
Palestinian police are there specifically to 
prevent terrorism.   And the people who are 
running the program in the West Bank are 
U.S. military.   Just like the Roman Empire 
was drawn in to occupy Jerusalem and the 
temple mount, the U.S. has been drawn in to 
the Near and Middle East.
     Once the area is occupied and free of ter-
rorists and attacks from terrorists, the Tem-
ple will be rebuilt.   And then the battle will 
come.
 

...to assemble them for battle on 
the great day of God the Almighty.  

(“Lo, I am coming like a thief! 
Blessed is he who is awake, keeping 

his garments that he may not go 
naked and be seen exposed!”) 

And they assembled them at the 
place which is called in Hebrew 

Harmageddon.
 

Revelation 16:14b-16
 

Israeli police shields 
at the Morocco 
Gate entrance to 
the Temple Mount.
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